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A Forpgotten Resource for Research-
ing Military Veterans

Most people
know that the
military provides
burial honors for
veterans but may ||
not know about
the online awvail-
ability of some of
the earlier appli-
cations for head-
stones of military personnel.

National cemeteries in the TS,
go back to 1862 when the govern-
ment began to establish cemeteries
to honor Union war dead. Con-
gress later extended the privilege
of government-provided grave-
stones to soldiers buried in private
cemeteries.

Ancestry.com has a database
titled "U.5., Headstone Applica-
tions for Military Veterans, 1925-
1963." This database has appli-
cation forms for headstones for
deceased members of the armed
services. Applications were made
between 1925 and 1963 but in-
cluded veterans going back to the
Fevolutionary War.

The application for the military
headstone usually give the narme,
birth date, enlistment date, rank
and unit, service number, dis-
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charge date, and date of death. It
also includes the cemetery name
and location, and the name and
possibly the relationship of the ap-
plicant to the veteran.

Another database is "UUS. Vet-
erans Gravesites, ca. 1775-2008.7
This provides information on the
burials of veterans and their de-
pendents who were buried in na-
tional cemeteries, state wveterans
cemetetries or other military cem-
eteries.

A database titled 7 TS, Ciwil
War Soldiers, 1861-1865" con-
tains the names of about 6.3 mil-
lion soldiers who served in the
American Civil War. In addition
to their names, you will also find
their regirent, company and rank.

These three databases are avail-

able on www.ancestry.com which
is free at the public libraries and
Family History Centers in Fort
Colling and Lowveland.
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